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Upcoming 2003 Good Neighbor Environmental Board Meetings
July 30-31 Del Rio, Texas 

October 22-23 San Diego, California 

Deming Meeting Features Innovative Technology, Groundwater Issues 
Opening greetings from Deming Mayor Samuel Baca and remarks from Secretary of the New Mexico 

Environment Department Ron Curry were among the highlights of the Board’s recent meeting in Deming, New 
Mexico on April 9th and 10th. Morning speakers on April 9th discussed managing trans-boundary ground water, 
using the Mimbres Aquifer as a case in point. A public comment session took place at the end of the morning. 
During the afternoon, the focus was on innovative environmental technologies. 

The following morning, April 10th, the Board held a business meeting in which it decided to draft a 
Comment Letter on BEIF funding and set up workgroups to begin preparing the Board’s Seventh Report to 
the President and Congress. Following the meeting, field trip participants toured a local Brownfields site, a 
farm using drip irrigation, a community center constructed in part from used tires, and a community whose 
houses are partially constructed of straw bales. 

Sixth Report to the President and Congress Released
Board Chair Placido dos Santos and DFO Elaine Koerner officially launched the Board’s Sixth Report to 

the President and Congress on April 29th at the SCERP Border Institute V in Rio Rico, Arizona. Media 
coverage since the launch has included an article in the BNA Environment Daily, the Green Valley News, and 
interest from several other publications. To view the English language version, go to www.epa.gov/ocem  To 
order a copy, call 1-800-490-9198 and request publication number EPA 130-R-03-001. 

Former Member Irasema Coronado Co-Authors New Book on Texas Border 
“Digame! Policy and Politics on the Texas Border” by former Board member Irasema Coronado, along 

with colleagues Dennis Soden and Christine Brenner of the Institute for Policy and Economic Development at 
University of Texas El Paso, is scheduled for publication in June. It focuses on changing demographics of the 
state. 
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Air Quality - Non-road engines: EPA has announced a proposal to reduce emissions from nonroad diesel 
engines used in construction, agricultural and industrial equipment. Written comments may be submitted until 
August 20. See www.epa.gov/nonroad 
- ALA: The American Lung Association (ALA) has released a new report, “State of the Air 2003.” See 
www.lungusa.org 

BECC - At its June 18th Board meeting in Brownsville, Texas, BECC will consider the following projects: 
Improvements to the water and wastewater systems in Marathon, Texas; municipal solid waste landfill 
operation improvements for Del Rio, Texas; and expansion of the solid waste landfill, improvements to the 
transfer station and equipment replacement for the City of Las Cruces and Dona Ana County, New Mexico. 
For its June 19th Board meeting in Matamoros, Tamaulipas, BECC will consider the following project: 
comprehensive water and wastewater project for Matamoros, Tamaulipas. See www.cocef.org 

Border 2012 Program - The U.S. and Mexico have signed the final Border 2012 framework document, 
launching a new 10-year cooperative agreement to protect public health and the environment in the border 
region. See www.epa.gov/usmexicoborder 

CEC - The Commission on Environmental Cooperation’s annual “Taking Stock” report has been released, the 
seventh in the series. See www.cec.org/takingstock 

Children - Task Force: The White House has extended President Bush’s Task Force on Environmental Health 
and Safety Risks to Children. The National Children’s Study, undertaken by the Task Force, will follow about 
100,000 children from before birth up to adulthood to look at links between environmental exposures and 
potential health effects. 
- Research: In a study published in the New England Journal of Medicine, EPA researchers report that higher 
blood lead concentrations are associated with delayed puberty in girls. 

Energy Conservation - San Diego Gas and Electric was among 39 businesses and organizations that 
received an Energy Star Partner of the Year Award in recognition of its energy efficiency practices. See 
www.energystar.gov 

Grant - EPA is requesting grant proposals to retrofit diesel engines with improved or new technologies verified 
to reduce diesel exhaust emissions. Applications deadline: May 22nd. See 
www.epa.gov/air/grants_funding.html 

SCERP - SCERP’s recent Border Institute in Rio Rico, Arizona, was the setting for an in-depth discussion of 
appropriate indicators to measure progress in the Border 2012 program. Improvements in human health 
were the endpoint from which potential candidates were considered. 

Sustainable Development - EPA, the American Chemistry Council, and the U.S. National Academy of 
Sciences are partnering to promote sustainable environmental development in developing countries through 
enhanced use of scientific knowledge in policy decisions. Proposals for workshops are being solicited from 
science institutions in potential host countries. 

Tribes - Environmental Education: A new environmental education resource guide has been prepared in 
cooperation with the Tohono O’odham Environmental Protection Agency, the Tohono O’odham Natural 
Resources Office, and the Environmental Information Exchange. Its purpose is to improve communications 
between program providers and potential audiences. 
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- Environmental Management: EPA is requesting proposals from federally recognized Indian tribes or

intertribal consortia to co-sponsor the 7th National Tribal Conference on Environmental Management.

Proposals must be received or postmarked by June 23, 2003. Contact: Caren Rothstein-Robinson, (202) 564-

0544. 

USMBHC - The U.S.-Mexico Border Health Commission has allocated funds for regional outreach offices in

Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas; Tijuana, Baja California; and Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua. Eva M. Moya has been

named the Executive Director for the U.S. Section. See www.usmbha.org


Wastewater Treatment - NADB: Raymondville, Texas has broken ground on a water treatment facility 
financed in part from NADB BEIF funds. 
- Guidelines: EPA has announced new guidelines designed to help local governments strengthen their 
management of septic systems and other small, privately-owned wastewater treatment systems. Public 
comment period closes May 27th. See www.epa.gov/owm/onsite 

Watersheds - EPA has announced nearly $15 million in grants to 20 watershed organizations selected as part 
of a new Watershed Initiative. See www.epa.gov/owow/watershed/initiative 

Water Supply - UNESCO plans to create a “water cooperation facility” in Paris to help nations prevent and 
resolve freshwater disputes. Services may include technical and legal advice, training in water negotiations, 
fact-finding missions, and other services. The Universities Partnership for Transboundary Waters, which 
involves 10 universities on 5 continents, will help develop educational and training tools. 
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Events specific to border region are in bold. Events Calendar

Web sites may have to be re-entered. Please 

from the Good Neighbor Environmental Board
notify Editor of changes.*** April 2003 Round-Up


May 7-8 CEC: National Advisory Committee (NAC)/Government Advisory Committee (GAC) to the U.S. 
Representative meeting, Washington, DC 

May 15 Border Journalism Conference, Tijuana, BC 
May 15-17 Encuentro Fronterizo Conference, Tijuana, Baja California www.encuentrofronterizo.org 
May 27-30 61st U.S.-Mexico Border Health Association Annual Mtg., San Diego, CA See www.usmbha.org 
May 29 Border 2012 CA-Baja CA Regional Workgroup meeting, Calexico, CA 
June 5 Border 2012 AZ-Sonora Regional Workgroup meeting, Tucson, AZ 
June 9-10 U.S.-Mexico Partnership for Prosperity conference, San Francisco, CA 
June 18 BECC Board meeting, Brownsville, Texas 
June 19 BECC Board meeting, Matamoros, Tamaulipas 
June 24-25 North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) Annual Council Session, 

Washington, DC 
June 24 Air Waste Management Association meeting, San Diego, CA 
June Border 2012 TX-New Mexico/Chihuahua Workgroup meeting 
July Border 2012 TX/Coahuila-Nuevo Leon-Tamaulipas Workgroup meeting 
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July  30-31 GOOD NEIGHBOR ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD MEETING, DEL RIO, TX


July 30-Aug 1 Conference: Water Security in the 21st Century, Washington, DC Contact: mskerly@siu.edu


Aug 6-8 Border Governors Conference, Chihuahua, Chih, MX


Aug 12-15 RCRA National Meeting, Washington, DC See www.epa.gov/osw/meeting


Oct Border 2012 National Coordinators Meeting, Mexico City


Oct 19-22 National Pesticides Stewardship Alliance Conference, Tucson, AZ See www.npsalliance.org


OCT 22-23 GOOD NEIGHBOR ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD MEETING, SAN DIEGO, CA 
Oct 26-29 2003 Texas Recycling Summit, Galveston Island, TX See www.recycletx.com 
Dec 3-4 CDC: 6th National Environmental Health Conference, Atlanta, GA 

2004


Feb 11-13 SCERP Annual Conference, Laredo, TX. See www.scerp.org


### 

Editor: Elaine Koerner, Designated Federal Officer, Good Neighbor Environmental Board (415)972-3437 
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